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Confusion hasarisen over theissue of so-called*temporary” constructionin
campgrounds. All constructionin New Jersey issubject to the Uniform Construction
Code (UCC). Permitsmust beissued, inspections must be made, and certificates
must beissued for al construction, whether permanent or temporary innature. The
only digtinctionmadein the UCC or itssubcodesfor temporary constructionisthat
thecongtruction official hasthe authority to relax specific requirementswithout going
through the variation processwhere, in hisor her judgment, it isappropriate because
the construction will only be used for aperiod of up to six monthsand for onetime
only. All construction, whether temporary or permanent, requiresapermit.

Anexamplemight beatemporary wooden platformor deck. Insuchacase,
therequirementsfor structural soundness, railingsif morethan three stepsabovethe
ground, stair construction, etc. would need to be met, but the construction official
may grant relaxation of the requirement for treated wood or for footings bel ow the
frost line, sincethe constructionistemporary. If the construction dateisApril 1, for
example, the structure would have to be removed by October 1 and the effects of
moi sture/decay from ground contact would not beafactor. Similarly, thequestion of
frost damageto the foundation system would not arise and could be discounted.

Notethat thisrelaxation of thetwo specific rulesinthisexampleisassumed
to occur onetimeonly. If material isrepeatedly reused, the cumulative effect of
moi sture and decay on thismaterial would negate the temporary nature of the use,
and eventualy causefailure. Therefore, any application for temporary construction
can begranted only once, and adefinite expiration date (not longer than six months)
must be established at thetime of issuance of both the construction permit and the
certificate.

Theabovediscussion appliesgeneraly to all structuresunder the UCC. It
takes on special meaning when thelocation of the construction isacampground,
sincerulesadopted by the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services
which permit only temporary structures in campgrounds have been widely
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misnterpreted asalowing the congtruction and use of variousdemountable structures
with theimplication that these structures do not require permitsor certificates under
theUCC. Asindicated, thisisnot the case.

A recent investigation by the Department of Community Affairs(DCA) reveds
that aconsiderable amount of construction requiring apermit hastaken placein
campgroundswithout apermit having been applied for or issued. Thisconstruction
takestheform of free-standing structures and of structures attached to, supported
by, or adjacent to park models, trailers, or recreational vehicles. The sheer volume
of thisexisting work will makeit difficult for construction officialsto require permits
after thefact. Congtruction officialswho havedready begun code enforcement action
inthese circumstances should carry that action through until they aresatisfied withthe
complianceachieved. No new work of thiskind should bedlowed by any congtruction
official. Existingwork which may bein violation should beinspected. The DCA
recommendsthat correctivework be ordered where aserioushedth or safety hazard
isfound to be present.

See Bulletin No. 93-6 for requirements and the application of the codeto
park models.
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